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VS Vereinigte Spezialmobelfabriken
GmbH & Co. KG is Germany's leading
manufacturer of school furniture, with
a global brand presence. Our family-run
organisation is also a successful suppli-
er of fittings for office buildings and
construction projects.

The issue of sustainability has long
been an important focus. As a compa-
ny, we have always considered it our re-
sponsibility to commit to measures
that benefit people, whilst protecting
the natural environment. As a result,
we manufacture outstanding products
under economically sensible condi-
tions, which is key to our success.

We deliberately control our energy con-
sumption by keeping well below the
permitted limit values in our new build-
ing projects, continuously improving
our energy performance. Thanks to
modern system technology, we are be-
coming increasingly more economical
in our use of resources during produc-
tion. Workplaces and workstations
are ergonomically designed to create
a well-being environment, where em-
ployees can perform at their best and
continue to develop.

To improve our approach to sustainabil-
ity and make it increasingly transpar-
ent, we have developed a systematic
corporate approach in the form of a
sustainability pyramid. To do this, we
have defined company and product-re-
lated sustainability modules and as-
signed these to various levels.
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This provides us with an overview of
how modules interrelate. The aim is to
be able to evaluate any new require-
ments quickly and thoroughly, imple-
menting them as and when appropriate.

In this brochure, we bring together in-
formation about our systems for en-
suring sustainability, highlighting the
most important certificates and stan-
dards at VS.
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Mr. Miiller, what is VS's approach to
sustainability

An interview with VS's Managing Direc-
tor, Philipp Muller.

What does sustainability mean for
VS?

Sustainability covers many aspects.
These include protection of the cli-
mate and the natural environment,
but equally, responsibility for our em-
ployees and our social environment.
Consequently, it forms an underlying
principle which should be thought of
as a guideline - the goal being to pro-
mote and maintain a fair and decent
society. Of course, it's a very ambi-
tious goal and by no means easy to
achieve consistently in every area of
the business. However, this does pro-
vide an on-going incentive to take a
hard look at ourselves, so that we can
continuously improve certain areas in
terms of sustainability. That's the
challenge!

Where and how does sustainability
manifest itself at VS?

Quality, environmental and energy poli-
cies have been part of our corporate
philosophy for decades. We consider it
to be an important corporate principle
to make responsible use of natural re-
sources and minimise the environmen-
tal impact of production, transport and
disposal. We want to be able to offer
our customers safe, long-life products,
all manufactured in a way that con-
tributes as much as possible to envi-
ronmental protection.

Do you have any concrete examples?
Many! We were one of the first furni-
ture manufacturers to introduce wa-
ter-based paint systems, over 20
years ago. As a result, we've long
been able to keep well within the le-
gal limit values for volatile solvents.
The WC flushes in the administrative
building are supplied from the extin-
guishing water pond which, in turn, is
fed by the collected rain water.

We are extremely economical in our
use of energy. For example, we've
modified the cycle steps in the pow-
der coating plant so that less energy
is consumed per carrier. We generate
electricity in our own cogeneration
plant, use renewable energies and
produce heat using wood chips from
operations in order to reduce CO,
emissions. We've installed district
heating pipelines to reduce energy
losses during transportation to the
plants and we also remind our em-
ployees regularly to help save elec-
tricity wherever possible.

We ensure our furniture has a modu-
lar design that permits recycling. For
transporting orders, we use recy-
clable packaging material and also
re-use packaging, such as furniture
covers, wherever possible. Although
our products are very durable, we do
offer a spare-parts service. We also
recover end-of-life furniture, disas-
semble it in our recycling yard and
reintroduce usable salvage into the
materials circuit via certified partner
companies.
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Extending our commitment to occu-
pational health is equally important.
For example, making sure that all
workplaces are ergonomically de-
signed, from production to adminis-
tration. Also included are relaxation
and back fitness courses - or short
daily training programmes during
working hours that specifically target
the physical strains involved in cer-
tain production sectors. These are
just a few examples on how we pro-
mote well-being.

What do you do to ensure sustain-
able supply chains?

Naturally, we impose certain obliga-
tions on our suppliers by developing
a supplier guideline, which must con-
firm their adherence in writing. It
deals with compliance in human
rights, working conditions, environ-
mental and energy standards and
business ethics. However, we also do
our own evaluation of on-site condi-
tions by conducting supplier audits,
to check whether our requirements
are actually being met.

As a business, is it possible to com-
bine sustainability with economic
success?

Yes, really well in fact! As a family-
owned company since 1898, the
long-term, cross-generational - that
is to say sustainable - success of the
company is more important to us
than maximising short-term profits.
Therefore, it's in our very nature to
be interested in shaping a future that
offers a high quality of life, in which
we can achieve continued success.

What do you do personally to live in
a sustainable way?

Along with many of our employees, |
buy fruit and vegetables from the VS
kitchen garden during the summer,
which we run according to organic
principles. When away on business, |
prefer to take the train and avoid
travelling by car or plane whenever
possible. In addition to that, many
lengthy business trips can be negat-
ed by organising video-conferences
of course. Weather permitting, | also
enjoy cycling to work!



6 | VS Vereinigte Spezialmdbelfabriken

The VS sustainability

system

We have developed a systematic corpo-
rate approach in the form of a sustain-
ability pyramid in order to make it in-
creasingly transparent, allowing us to as-
sess and improve it more easily. To do
this, we have defined relevant corporate
and product-related modules and as-
signed these to different levels within the
pyramid.
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Company-related
certificates

How does a company act in the role of
manufacturer, property owner, employer
and social stakeholder? What principles
underpin its actions? What is the quality
of its processes and are these clearly
defined and documented? Various man-
agement standards define minimum
requirements in these areas, helping to
guide companies by providing the under-

lying criteria for external certification.
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Company-related certificates
Management systems

Quality management system

DIN EN ISO 9001

Certification in accordance with ISO
9001 forms the basis for the continu-
ous improvement of the company's in-
ternal quality management system.
Quality management comprises all
activities, including the definition of the
associated competences and responsi-
bilities - contributing in some way to
achieving the organisation's quality ob-
jectives.

The principles underpinning quality
management are: Customer orientati-
on, management responsibility, involve-
ment of stakeholders, process-oriented
approach, continuous improvement, a
factually based approach to decision-
making and mutually beneficial sup-
plier relations.

Managementsystem
ISO9001:2008
ISO 14001:2004
ISO 50001:2011

www.tuv.com
ID 9108613948

Various basic modules are in-
volved in obtaining DIN EN ISO

certification.

Analyses Key Figures

Environmental management system
DIN EN I1SO 14001

The I1SO 14001 standard provides a fra-
mework for organisations, allowing
them to protect the environment and
respond to changing environmental cir-
cumstances in a way that dovetails
with socio-economic needs. The organi-
sation's sustainable development is
made possible by a systematic ap-
proach in the following areas: Environ-
mental protection, reduction of the im-
pact of unfavourable environmental cir-
cumstances on the organisation, impro-
ved environmental performance,
environmentally oriented alignment of
the entire product lifecycle, achieve-
ment of economic benefits through the
use of environmentally responsible al-
ternatives and communication of envi-
ronmental information.

Energy management system

DIN EN ISO 50001

The standard refers to the factors an
enterprise is able to influence and can
be adapted to meet individual require-
ments - resulting in a systematic and

continuous improvement of energy effi-
ciency. The purpose of energy manage-
ment is to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and other environmental im-
pacts, as well as cutting energy costs.
The enterprise typically installs sys-
tems and implements processes that
are necessary in order to improve ener-
gy consumption, energy usage and
energy efficiency performance.

Validity

DIN EN ISO 9001, ISO 14001 and ISO
50001 are internationally recognised.
For each of these, recertification takes
place every three years. VS has been
certified in accordance with I1ISO 9001
since 1996, has had ISO 14001 certifi-
cation since 2004 and ISO 50001 certi-
fication since 2016.
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The CSR and
sustainability report

Since 22nd September 2008, VS has
been a member of the United Nations
Global Compact, the world’s largest ini-
tiative for sustainable and responsible
corporate management. As a result, we
have committed ourselves to integrating
ten universally acknowledged principles
into our corporate policy. We document
our objectives, the measures we have tak-
en and the progress we have achieved

cachyear in a public report.



Communication on Progress

The UN Global Compact

What is the UN Global Compact?

The United Nations Global Compact
(UNGC) is one of the best-known initia-
tives for promoting responsible corpo-
rate practices. It has a membership of
approximately 10,000 companies from
159 countries (status: June 2019).
Through their voluntary commitment,
members demonstrate good en-
trepreneurial practice and assume so-
cial responsibility in their core busi-
nesses. The UNGC is primarily a forum
for learning and debate designed to
identify exemplary best practices - to
be adopted and implemented by other
companies.

| Managementsystem
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The purpose of the "Communi-
cation on Progress"” report is to
demonstrate how the ten UNGC
principles are integrated in the
corporate policy. This is docu-
mented, for example, by PEFC,
the management certificates

and numerous other documents.

1SO 9001:2008

ISO 14001:2004
1SO 50001:2011

www.tuv.com
ID 9108613948

What are the commitments involved
in a UN Global Compact membership?
Companies who join the UNGC under-
take to incorporate the ten principles in
their corporate strategies and imple-
ment them in all active countries and
regions. These principles are subdivided
into four areas: Protection of human
rights, adherence to social and employ-
ment standards, environmental protec-
tion and the fight against corruption.

Every year, the members of the UNGC
must publish proof of their social com-
mitment in the form of a CSR and sus-
tainability report on the UNGC website.
This is the so-called Communication on
Progress (COP). This reports on the im-
plementation status of the ten princi-
ples ,as well as on activities and
progress in the promotion of sustain-
able development. The reports must
fulfil certain criteria.

Reports

Validity

VS has been a voluntary member of the
UN Global Compact since 2008. Since
2009, the company has published the
obligatory annual self-declaration
known as the "Communication on
Progress” on the UNGC's web pages.
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Certificates relating to

product sustainability

The following pages list the comprehen-
sive, higher-level sustainability standards
according to which VS products are certi-
fied. In each case, certification 1s based on
full consideration of the product - from
the selection of the materials, through to
the delivery of the furniture. The areas
of energy, environmental impacts and

social considerations are examined.



Certification in accordance with

BIFMA e3 level takes account of

these certificates which apply to

| Managementsystem
1SO 9001:2008
1SO 14001:2004
1SO 50001:2011

v

TUVRheinland
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www.tuv.com
ID 9108613948

Product sustainability

BIFMA e3 level

BIFMA e3 level is the sustainability
standard of the association of Ameri-
can furniture manufacturers BIFMA
(Business and Institutional Furniture
Manufacturers Association). This is an
assessment and certification system
for environmentally friendly and social-
ly responsible school, office and other
non-residential furniture.

VS or its products.

What criteria is the certificate based
on?

Enterprises, sites and products are as-
sessed in accordance with the criteria
of environmental impacts, health/well-
ness impacts and social responsibility.

The BIFMA-level programme has three
performance levels: Levels 1, 2 and 3.
The higher the number, the more crite-
ria is taken into account and met.

Validity

Since October 2013, most VS products
have been certified in accordance with
BIFMA e3 level. During the recertifica-
tion in 2016, all the certified products re-
ceived the highest level (3) of the appli-
cable BIFMA certification, i.e. Platinum.

INSPIRED | Certification at VS | 13

Other

The European counterpart of BIFMA e3
level is the European Level certificate
(page 15).

With this certificate, we can help our
customers during the certification of
buildings. For example, in accordance
with LEED (page 15) or Living Building
Challenge.
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Product sustainability

Cradle to Cradle
Certified™

“Cradle to Cradle" is underpinned by
the idea of a waste-free economy that
thinks exclusively in terms of cycles, i.e.
circular value-added chains. All the
employed materials are part of a natu-
ral or technical cycle. Thus, all waste in
the conventional sense is avoided be-
cause all materials are reused or recy-
cled - or can be composted without
leaving harmful residue. .

CERTIFIED

cradletocradle

Cradle-to-Cradle certifi-

cation takes account of

the UNGC Communica-

tion on Progress, PEFC
certification and other

supporting documents.

What criteria is the certificate based
on?

The “Cradle to Cradle Certified" label
testifies to the fact that: The manufac-
ture of the tested product only makes
use of materials judged to be harmless
in terms of their impact on humans and
the environment (Material Health); the
employed raw materials are reused
(Material Re-utilisation); production is
characterised by the careful use of ener-
gy (Renewable Energy) and attention is
paid to water (Water Stewardship) and
social responsibility (Social Fairness).

How is the certificate awarded?

Individual products are certified on the
basis of the following criteria: materi-
als/health, material re-utilisation, use of
renewable energies, water and wastew-
ater treatment and social responsibility.
The certificate is awarded in one of five
levels depending on the results: Basic,
Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum.

"

PEFC

Validity at VS

VS's JUMPER Air Active is the first
chair designed for school and office use
to successfully pass the demanding Sil-
ver certification process. The Pan-
toSwing-LuPo school chair also has Sil-
ver certification. The Uno-C and Euro-
line tables have been awarded Bronze
certification (c2ccertified.org/prod-
ucts/). The certificate is recognised
worldwide and is valid for two years.

Other

Cradle to Cradle Certified™ wird von
vielen flihrenden Marken und Organisa-
tionen als bevorzugte Produktzerti-
fizierung anerkannt.
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Product sustainability
European Level FEMB)

European Level is a certification pro-
gram developed by the European furni-
ture association FMB in order to boost
the sustainability of school, office and
other non-domestic furniture. It has
been accredited by the Deutsche
Akkreditierungsstelle GmbH (DAKKS). It
makes it possible to assess furniture in
terms of its ecological and social im-
pacts.

What criteria is the certificate based
on?

European Level comprehensively sets
out the sustainability-related require-
ments that school, office and other
non-residential furniture needs to
meet. The certification process exam-
ines the products themselves, their
manufacture and the organisational
framework in terms of four criteria:

AN

. ®
TUVRheinland

www.tuv.com

During certification in
accordance with Euro-
pean Level, some of
the required documen-
tary evidence is pro-
vided by these

certificates.

GS

__ .
icherheit

AN

TUVRheinland

Material: The influence of the materials
on the sustainability of the products is
evaluated - as are the efficient use of
natural resources, product development,
the proportion of recyclable materials,
water and wastewater management,
packaging and the product lifecycle.

Energy and Atmosphere: This aspect
comprises, among other things, the de-
velopment of an enterprise-specific en-
ergy policy, covering energy and green-
house gas audits, the generation and
use of renewable energies, the grey en-
ergy associated with products and re-
ports on greenhouse gas emissions.

Human and ecosystem health: This cri-
terion takes account, for example, the
impact on humans and the natural en-
vironment. It considers the products,
production processes, plus the mea-
sures taken regarding the maintenance
and upkeep of production facilities.

Social Responsibility: This aspect makes
it possible to identify and avoid hazards
for employees and the environment. The
criteria covers inclusiveness, the compa-

ID 0000064741
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ny's commitment to the community and
society, plus the importance of social re-
sponsibility in the supply chain.

How is the certificate awarded?

The certificate is awarded by indepen-
dent, accredited certification bodies.
The certificate is awarded in one of
three levels:

« Level 1 (Basis),

« Level 2 (Medium) and

« Level 3 (Advanced).

Validity at VS

VS was the first company to be certified
in accordance with the “European Lev-
el" standard, which was introduced in
2018. Around 50 certified products have
achieved the highest level (3) (level-cer-
tified.eu/certified-products/). Recertifi-
cation is performed every three years.

Other
The certificate is the counterpart of the
US-American BIFMA e3 level (page 13).
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The certificates presented below relate to
clearly defined aspects of sustainability.
For example, to pollutant loads, the ori-
gins of the raw materials or to product
safety. Certification involves a large num-
ber of basic modules in the form of core
processes and statutory minimum re-

quirements.



VS sustainability pyramid

At the lowest level of our sustainability
pyramid are the basic modules. These
include a parts lists, key figures for wa-
ter and electricity consumption, pro-
cess descriptions for disposal of end-
of-life furniture, manufacturing, pack-
aging and operating instructions - plus
many other elements.

Above the basic modules are the cer-
tificates and key performance indica-
tors that provide information about var-
ious specific aspects of sustainability.
For example, environmental protection
or our commitment to occupational
health and safety. The next level of the
pyramid consists of our comprehensive
sustainability standards and lastly
“sustainability at VS" at the top.

For each element on the different lev-
els of the pyramid, there is a descrip-
tion in the form of a fact sheet. This
contains detailed information on the
associated requirements and status of
their implementation at VS. The fact
sheet also clarifies how the individual
elements interact with one another.

INSPIRED | Certification at VS | 7

VS sustainability

Certificates
relating to product
sustainability

Certificates
relating to

product and
user safety

Basic modules



The "LGA pollutant-
tested" label provides im-
portant documentary
evidence regarding con-
stituents and emissions
for European Level. In
turn, the certificate in-
volves other product cer-
tificates and basic

modules.

L

TUVRheinland

oo

Product and user safety

LGA pollutant-tested

The "LGA pollutant-tested” label in-
volves the testing of materials for their
constituent, as well as pollutant, emis-
sions. This guarantees the pollutant
limit values correspond to (or are well
within) the legal requirements. Given
the current extent of our knowledge, no
risk to health is expected to result from
using these products.

level
@

VAN

.. ®
TUVRheinland

www. tuv.com

1D 0000064741
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TEXTU[LE S
VERTRAUENOOY
Schadstoffgeprifte Texiilien
nach Oko-Tex Standard 100

What criteria is the certificate based
on?

The label is awarded on a product
group-specific basis for the following
test criteria:

« Limitation of formaldehyde emissions

+ Limit values for the emission of car-
cinogenic or mutagenic substances, or
substances that are toxic for repro-
duction

+ Limitation of wood preservative con-
tent

+ Limitation of content of various heavy
metals

+ Products must not contain any PVC

« The use of organic halogen com-
pounds and plasticisers are not per-
mitted

To provide proof of this, it is also neces-
sary to submit seamless evidence for
all employed materials and compo-
nents in the form of manufacturers’
declarations, plus corresponding evi-
dence from supplier companies.

Analyses Key Figures
Validity at VS

Most of the materials used at VS are
LGA pollutant-tested. The certificate
applies to one of six product groups in
each case:

- Students' tables and table systems
+ Upholstered students' and multipur-

pose chairs

- Upholstered students' and multipur-

pose chairs

+ Students' and multipurpose chairs

with plastic seats, plastic backrests,
upholstered and non-upholstered

+ Boards and projection surfaces
- Storage and cabinet-type units for

school and office use

The certificate is recognised through-
out Germany. After the initial test has
been successfully passed, there is an
annual follow-up test.

Other

LGA pollutant-tested is the counterpart
of the US-American Greenguard certifi-
cate (page 18). It is comparable to the
German “Blue Angel” (Blauer Engel)
certificate (page 24) and the Nordic
Ecolabel (Nordic Swan).
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Various basic modules
from the VS sustain-
ability pyramid are a

prerequisite for Green-

guard. The certificate
itself is taken into ac-
count for European

Level certification.

TUVRheinland

www.luv.com

1D 0000064741

Analyses Key Figures

Product and user safety
Greenguard

The Greenguard certificate confirms
product compliance with the upper lim-
its of chemical emissions for use in of-
fice and other indoor spaces. Gold level
Greenguard certification defines more
stringent criteria for products used in
schools, child day care centres, or oth-
er environments in which children are
present for extended periods. Many of
VS's furniture products have the
“Greenguard” or "Greenguard Gold"
certificate.

What criteria is the certificate based
on?

The test methods used for Greenguard
Indoor Air Quality certification (listed as
“Certified") or Greenguard Children &
Schools certification (listed as “Gold")
are comparable with those used in Ger-
many. The certificate is recognised
worldwide and renewed each year.

Validity at VS

So far, approximately 90 VS products
are listed with Greenguard via VS
America Inc. This list can be consulted
by the public (greenguard.org under the
sub-menu “find products”).

Other
Greenguard is the US-American counter-
part of LGA pollutant-tested (page 17).
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Product and user safety

PEFC

PEFC stands for "Programme for the
Endorsement of Forest Certification
Schemes". The certificate is designed
to testify a sustainable approach to
forestry and its continuous improve-
ment, while ensuring compliance with
ecological, social and economic stan-
dards.

level
&
TUVRheinland
www tuv.com
ID 0000064741

Analyses

What criteria is the certificate based
on?

With regard to wood and wood prod-
ucts, the route taken by the timber
from forest cultivation, through the
product chain (chain of custody), must
be traceable.

Validity at VS

Since September 2014, VS has been ap-
proved to use the PEFC logo for its fur-
niture containing wooden components
manufactured at the Tauberbischof-
sheim site. All series products manu-
factured by VS from wood, or wood-
based materials, are 100% certified.

The certificate is valid worldwide and is
monitored on an annual basis.

Key Figures

INSPIRED | Certification at VS | 19

™

CERTIFIED

cradletocradle

The PEFC certificate pro-
vides proof of sustainable
forestry, including Euro-
pean Level. Documents
relating to the basic mod-
ules and the quality man-
agement certificate are
prerequisites for obtain-
ing PEFC certification.
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Key Figures

The GS label plays an
important role in
achieving European
Level certification.
Various types of docu-

mentary evidence pro-

c: ®
TUVRheinland

vided by means of the
basic modules are pre-

requisites for GS.

Analyses

What criteria is the certificate based
on?

Products with the GS "safety tested”
label are tested by an accredited labo-
ratory on the basis of German product
safety legislation. The main require-
ments are set out in DIN and European

Product and user safety

GS “safety tested”
label.

The "safety tested"” label (GS label) tes-
tifies to the general fitness for use of
products.

standards. Testing is performed at the
manufacturer's request and is free-of-
charge. The certification authority TUV
Rheinland LGA Products GmbH per-
forms testing for VS.

Validity

All series products manufactured by VS
have the GS “safety tested" label. The
certificate is valid throughout Germany
and remains valid for the certified prod-
uct for five years.



Product and user safety
Fire protection

In the public domain, the question of
fire protection is of the greatest impor-
tance with regard to safety. However,
there is often confusion concerning the
standards which have to be applied to
furniture. The key fire protection stan-
dard is DIN 66084 on the “Burning be-
haviour of upholstered compounds”,
which specifies the classes P-a, P-b
and P-c, which can also be applied to
other seating furniture.

In accordance with these standards,
classification is performed by means of
the cigarette test as set out in DIN EN
1021 Part 1, the match test as set out
in DIN EN 1021 Part 2 and the paper
pillow test as set out in DIN 54341.

VS's upholstered furniture and chairs
are tested in accordance with the com-
monly applied fire protection standards
in close cooperation with accredited, in-
dependent test laboratories.

Validity

Even in the standard designs, the up-
holstered furniture and chair models
from VS indicated above conform to the
classifications P-c (low) and P-b (medi-
um). The classification P-a (high) is
achieved if the furniture is also
equipped with a flame retardant mate-
rial. VS offers this solution as an option.

INSPIRED | Certification at VS | 21
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Additional cer-
tificates and
supporting
documents

The products, materials and processes at
VS are certified in accordance with the
standards set out above. In addition,
there are also further standards that
make use of similar test criteria, but are
not yet appropriate for the VS product
portiolio. Other standards relate to ma-
terials or products purchased by VS, but
can only be certified by their respective
manufacturers - these also apply indirect-
lyfor VS. There are also standards that re-
late to the sustainability of buildings. In
such cases, VS can contribute to success-
ful overall certification by supplying cer-
tified furniture.

Product-related certificate

Standard 100 by OEKO-TEX

The standard 100 by OEKO-TEX is an
independent product label and is
awarded to pollutant-tested textiles by
the “International Association for Re-
search and Testing in the Field of Textile
and Leather Ecology”. Textiles that pos-
sess this label demonstrably outper-
form the defined threshold values for
certain health-threatening pollutants.

Validity

All the upholstery foams and most fab-
rics (or fabric groups) used by VS are
certified in accordance with the OEKO-
TEX standard. The certificate is recog-
nised internationally.

Product-related certificate

Blauer Engel

The German Blauer Engel (Blue Angel)
label particularly indicates environ-
mentally responsible products and ser-
vices. It was introduced in 1978 as the
very first environmental label and is
one of the best known worldwide. The
certificate is awarded by the German
quality assurance and labelling insti-
tute RAL Deutsches Institut fir
Gutesicherung und Kennzeichnung e. V.

Validity

The Blauer Engel label is recognised
throughout Germany and each label
awarded is valid for five years. The pro-
duction facilities are inspected every
year. The standard cannot be applied to
furniture manufactured from plastic
and steel, which is alternatively la-
belled with the comparable LGA pollu-
tant-tested certificate.



Product-related certificate

EU EcolLabel

This certificate is issued by RAL GmbH
and identifies products and services
characterised by having lower environ-
mental impact than comparable prod-
ucts. Corresponding documentary evi-
dence of this must be submitted when
applying for the award of the label. If all
the requirements set out in the stan-
dard are satisfied, an agreement for the
use of the label is concluded.

Validity

The certificate is valid throughout the
EU and applies for five years in each
case. It is also recognised in some
countries that border the EU.

VS possesses the certificates BIFMA e3
level and European Level, which are
equivalent to EU Ecolabel.

Product-related certificate

RAL “Goldenes M”

The “Goldenes M" is awarded to prod-
ucts that have been tested for safety
and health-related characteristics. Indi-
vidually defined requirements form the
basis for the testing of each product
group. In the case of furniture, these
are the following criteria: durability,
stability, light-fastness, rub-fastness
and pollutants.

Validity

The "Goldenes M" is recognised
throughout Germany. Following an in-
dependent initial test, it is subject to
continuous self-declarations. In addi-
tion, regular neutral inspections by ex-
ternal parties are performed. The cer-
tificate is currently only relevant for
furniture used in the residential sector.
It is not required for school, office, or
other non-residential furniture.

Product-related documentation

EPD

EAn Environmental Product Declara-
tion (EPD) is a type Ill product-specific
declaration that makes available quan-
tified, environmentally relevant infor-
mation regarding a product’s life cycle.
It allows for the comparison of prod-
ucts with the same function. The basis
for the EPD is provided by data verified
by an independent body on life cycle
assessments, factual analyses, impact
assessments and other standards-
compliant modules.

Validity

The EPD system is internationally
recognised. The documents are used,
for example, during the sustainability
certification of buildings. At present,
they are required only in the construc-
tion sector.

Building-related certificate

LEED

The US-American LEED system (Lead-
ership in Energy and Environmental
Design) was designed in order to as-
sess the sustainability of buildings —in-
cluding the internal equipment and all
phases of the building life cycle. The
assessment is made by awarding
points. The total number of points
awarded determines how the building
is classified: Silver, Gold or Platinum.

Validity

The certificate is recognised worldwide
and is valid for five years. Thanks to its
BIFMA €3 level and Greenguard certifi-
cation, furniture from VS can make a
significant contribution to a building's
successful LEED certification.
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Product-related documentation
Environmental labels

Environmental labels provide users with
environmentally relevant information
about products. Due to an increasing
amount of environmental information
being published, the International Or-
ganisation for Standardisation is devel-
oping DIN guidelines for various types of
environmental labels. DIN EN ISO 14021
specifies the framework conditions for
self-declared environmental claims, also
known as type Il environmental labels.
These include the environmental prod-
uct information (EPI) published by VS.

Type | and type Ill environmental labels
are issued by third-parties and consider
selected environmental criteria (type |,
e.g. Blauer Engel), or make comprehen-
sive quantitative statements based on life
cycle assessments (type lll, e.g. EPD).

Validity

Environmental labels are international-
ly valid and have different levels of ac-
ceptance depending on the type.

Product-related documentation

LCA

LCA stands for Life Cycle Assessment
and is synonymous with the idea of es-
tablishing an ecological or environmen-
tal balance sheet.

An LCA is a systematic, objective pro-
cedure for considering all the environ-
mental loads associated with a product
throughout its entire lifespan - from the
employed raw materials, to transport,
manufacturing processes, utilisation
and waste management.

Validity

An LCA in accordance with ISO 14040
(framework conditions for life cycle as-
sessment) or 14044 (requirements and
instructions) is recognised worldwide.
This type of life cycle assessment
forms the basis for all verified EPDs
(type lll environmental label).
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Environmental product declaration

Environmental management
LCA

Energy management
Communication on progress
Standard 100 by Oeko-Tex

GS “safety tested” label
Blauer Engel

LGA pollutant-tested

Greenguard

Fire protection
Additional certificates

Quality management
PEFC

RAL “Goldenes M"

European Level (FEM®)
Product/user safety certificates
EPD

UN Global Compact
Product sustainability certificates
BIFMA e3 level
Cradle to Cradle
EU EcoLabel
LEED

Management systems
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